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Back came the reply: " Sincere thanks. Assurances
consolatory, but not sufficient under the existing cir-
cumstances. The defence of Egypt requires the
temporary destruction of the Canal."
It was fortunate for De Lesseps that his beloved
Canal was not left to the mercy of Arabi's wild soldiery.
The British troops duly occupied the Canal zone and
temporarily closed the waterway to shipping.
In two months the whole campaign was over. The
victory of Tel-el-Kebir on September i3th broke
Arabi's power and resistance, and immediately after-
wards he surrendered to Sir Garnet Wolseley. Thus
began the British occupation of Egypt, which lasted for
nearly fifty years, and thus ended the control of France
inititiated by Napoleon seventy-five years previously.
The changed circumstances in Egypt had their effect
on the fortunes of the Canal.   England now obtained
an increased share in its direction, and a scheme was
even set on foot for the construction of a second canal
parallel to the existing one sponsored entirely by Britain
under  agreement  with  De  Lesseps;   but   this  was
abandoned under   a  storm  of  protest.     The  most
important outcome of the British occupation, however,
was to draw general attention to the question of the
neutrality of the Suez Canal.   Was it permissible for
any Power to be able to close a passage so vital to the
nations of Europe?   De Lesseps had always insisted
that the Canal, designed for the benefit of mankind and
the free commercial intercourse between East and West,
should never be subject to any Power whatsoever, but
should at all times be accessible to the shipping of every
country.   The satisfaction was given him in his life-